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Cole and Sarah McCauley, your hands and feet for the orphaned
As I’m sure most of you did, we celebrated the resurrection of Jesus this month. We
celebrated with various activities throughout the week leading up to Easter. …

The kids were out of school. Because of the higher level of our educational program this year the kids have
had to work and study even harder, so we wanted this week to be relaxing and fun.
On Monday, we took a day trip to a local pool and recreation area. We swam, played volleyball, soccer, and
watched fish, and the kids played on the playground equipment. We grilled out for lunch, and the kids
continued to have a good time. On Tuesday, we took everyone to a new restaurant in town.
Then starting Wednesday, I drove the 6 oldest children 3 hours through the mountains to a city called
Quetzaltenango, where we attended a yearly conference with these teenagers. The rest of the children stayed
home and did various activities. At the conference, our kids were able to see various friends again and make
new ones. There are always very good biblical teaching and leading by brothers and sisters who our children
have grown to love and respect; it kind of feels like being with extended family. Other than the teaching and
games they played, they set up a scavenger hunt through the mountain behind us where the kids had to work
as a team to follow directions to find destinations, memorize scripture, and find snacks and lunch at different
locations. When the kids returned to the training center, those putting on the conference had set up a messianic
Jewish Passover dinner that we all took part in. It was a great way to
remember how powerful, merciful, and severe our God is. I love all
the symbolization that the dinner incorporates to draw us into
praising, trusting, and knowing God better. I strongly encourage that
all of you find a way to participate in a Passover dinner. It will bless
your heart and give you a beautiful way to praise and bless our
Father in heaven.
Ok, so the conference was Wednesday through Saturday morning.
Exhausted from staying up late with the kids, we drove back to
Quiché. After arriving there I was hoping to take a nap, but there was
no time for that because we decided to go camping with all the kids
that night in order to wake up and celebrate a sunrise service together (as my childhood church, Hope United
Church of Christ, would always do). So as soon as we got home, we packed and got ready for camping and
drove to the new Casa de Mi Padre property to set up camp. The rest of the day we messed around, and I
smoked chicken for dinner. It was a fun time. It was Patrick and Elizabeth’s first time camping; they kept
referring to how Curious George went camping and all the things that happened in that book. I had always
dreamed about camping with my family and kids one day, I never thought it would be camping with ALL 24 OF
MY KIDS!!! Haha, it really was a nice time with everyone, we ate dinner, then started a fire and had s’mores.
We finished the night watching the Passion of Christ movie, preparing for the resurrection of Christ in the
morning. The night was absolutely miserable between dogs barking all night and our newest boy, who is deaf
and had a hard time while camping. We tried everything and made it
through the night. But we all woke at 5 am the next morning and
praised our King with worship as the sun rose. Edgar, my Assistant
Director of Operations, gave the message proclaiming victory over
death, Christ’s righteousness imputed on us, calling all our children
to claim, through faith in Christ, this great salvation. Edgar
continued on with a few other scriptures to exhort our children by
telling how the story didn’t end there but only began for the true
disciples of Christ. After Christ’s death and the arrival of the Holy
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Spirit shortly thereafter, God had a mission for all of
His disciples: a common mission to proclaim the good
news of Christ through many different ways. He then
challenged the kids to think about how God was calling
them to join in on this mission, to think about this
mission and how we are accomplishing it day in and
day out. It was a really good message; we are grateful
for so many faithful brothers and sisters. We wrapped
everything up with more worship songs.
After returning to Casa de Mi Padre around midday, the children ate, I went to run some errands for
another activity. When I arrived back at Casa de Mi
Padre, it was uncharacteristically quiet. As I entered,
there was no one around. One of our staff came and
told me that after lunch (and before, for some of them)
one by one they went to their rooms and were dead
asleep. After they napped for a while, we woke them
up and started a new tradition. Instead of hunting for
Easter eggs like we do in the States, I bought candy,
juices, crackers, cookies, and popcorn. We broke the
children up into three groups, then I told them how
much we love them and how I hope all have chosen to
love and follow Christ. We talked about how He wants
us to follow Him with all our heart, strength, and
mind. Then I told them that because of our love for
them, we have some enjoyable and delicious things for
them hidden throughout the house. These are like the
blessings from God. We don’t seek God for the
blessings, but as we seek God 110% with all our heart
and life, He blesses us in many different ways.
Reminding them that this doesn’t mean that life won’t
be hard sometimes, but on the contrary, we know
through the Word of God that He actually purposes
trials and suffering to refine, teach, and found us in His
mercies and goodness. Then I let them go and watched
them run like crazy. I loved watching the older kids run
around just as crazy and excited as our 6 year old’s. Of
course, I also enjoyed giving them a hard time about it,
too! We did this with each group, and as they finished,
I would call each group back to the front of the home
and ask them how it went and how many treats they
had. They were all exuberant. I would then ask them
what we do when we receive blessings from God. They
answered that we thank Him. “Ok then, kids, let’s do
it!” We prayed and thanked God for all our blessings,
the candy and all
our other blessings
in life. As a life
lesson cherry on
top, I did not allow
our oldest child
Geovany to
participate because
he had already
turned 18. God’s
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Spirit led me to do something special with him, and I
hope it remains etched in the minds of all our children.
To wrap up, I went in the middle of the children circled
around me and set
an empty
collection basket
and commended
them for being
thankful for the
blessings they
received. I looked
around at all their
mostly full baskets
and expressed
happiness for
them. I then asked them what else does the word of
God tell us to do? What did Jesus teach us to do when
we have more than others. I noted some of them had
less than others, and then with a sad, pouty tone and
facial expression, I said they still had more than one
poor little blessings-less boy in this home. I made my
way over to Geovany, consoling him for not having any
candy, oh so sad. “It’s ok Geovany; I’m sure God will
take care of you.” Geovany smiled and laughed and
followed me to the center. I then asked my children,
“Ok, so God blesses us in life, some more than others,
but normally there are always people with even less
than us…. So… what do we do?” Jimmy and a few
others said that we bless others with our blessings!
YES, that’s right! “Ok, so are you just going to say it,
or are you going to put your faith and knowledge
into action?” Jimmy smiled again and selected some
of his treats for Geovany and put it in his basket;
others followed suit. Some children had already put
their blessings in their room, and they took off to find
them and share with Geovany. In the end, Geovany had
just as much if not more than the other children. What
a fun spirit-led time it was! Would you pray that our
work and efforts would not be done in vain here at
Casa de Mi Padre? Would you pray that God would
touch the hearts of our children and show them His
glory and goodness through our daily efforts?
Thank you for the opportunity to love these kids!
The McCauleys and the kids of Casa
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Praises for God’s blessings in the last month
• Our older teenagers at Casa de Mi Padre attended an annual retreat where they received

excellent, Biblical teaching and spent time with other Christian youth and teachers.

• Easter celebrations and special activities were

inspiring as well as fun for all ages of kids in
our orphanage.

Prayer requests
• Wisdom for the future of what our

transitional program should look like. How
can we best serve our older youth as they turn
18 and transition out of the children’s home?
We are having such a hard time finding
Guatemalan families for them to live with.

• The construction of the new Casa de Mi Padre site. We are so excited for the new layout

with smaller homes where kids can have even more individualized attention and care!

Financial praises and needs
• God is our Great Provider! He

faithfully continues to prompt
people to make one-time gifts to
cover the budget needs not met by
our regular monthly supporters.
Sometimes we even receive
anonymous donations at just the
right time to cover our expenses!
Praise our loving Father!!!
Continue to pray
for people’s
hearts to be
touched to
support our
mission work
financially.

