June 2022

Dear Family and Friends,
“Jesus said to them, ‘My father is always at work to this very day, and I, too, am working.”

John 5:17

“I have been asking God to speak to me. But I didn’t understand how he does that. But tonight He spoke clearly to me.”
A few weeks ago I had to have a difficult conversation with our older boys who are still living at Casa De Mi Padre. I thought it
best to be direct with them. Several of them will be 18 or 19 years of age come this January. The government makes it clear they
want all kids of this age, especially boys, to transition out of the home. We believe the best place for them to go is to a Christian
Guatemalan home where they can finish their education while having godly direction and protection. We pray and hope for this,
but it is not always possible to find people willing to take on this responsibility. If we cannot locate these families, we must make
other plans.
At this time, the only available alternative is for these older young men to be housed at our guest house. It is the best we can do. I
told the boys at our meeting that this coming January they were free go where ever they want. Some have family members who
are living. Others do not. In Jimmy’s case, his mother, after being gone for many years, has returned to our city. She had abandoned him and departed for the United States, leaving him with his aunt. Jimmy’s aunt was very abusive. He finally ran away and
then was ordered to come to Casa De Mi Padre. I believe his mother is better now, but she does not have a steady job or other
sourse of income. She lives with relatives and has very little. She has nothing to help Jimmy with. Jimmy has been torn between
wanting to live with his mother or continuing living under the supervision of our ministry. He knows Casa De Mi Padre has been a
huge blessing in his life. He loves and respects me dearly. He was at a crisis point. When the meeting with the older boys was
over I took them back to Casa De Mi Padre. The other boys went off to go to bed. Jimmy stopped me to talk. He began to cry.
He said, “Papa Shane I have been with you over 10 years. My mother and sister want me to live with them, but they have nothing.
I don’t know what to do. I love you so much Papa Shane, you have done so much for me, but I miss my mom. I don’t know what
to do.” I said, “Jimmy, ask God. Ask Him to speak to you.” I was blessed by Jimmy’s words but heartbroken for him. This is a
tough choice, but the decision has to be Jimmy’s, and I have to trust that decision to God. Our ultimate goal for our older children,
is that one day they will be independent of us, and totally dependent on God.
About three weeks had passed since the night I met with the boys. Every Friday night we take our older kids to our church’s youth
group. The normal service includes some awesome worship, music, a game, and then a Bible message. But this night was different. Instead, of a normal message, a young woman of the church gave her testimony of how she grew up and all God had done in
her life. Her story was riveting. She spoke of her abusive, alcoholic father and the tragedy he brought to their home. She shared
the pain of her heart and the brokenness of her life as a young girl. Her story was heartbreaking.
She shared that through the tragedy that marred her childhood, culminating in the death of her father from alcohol complications,
she knew God had always been there to give her strength. It was a powerful testimony. As she was speaking I was praying her
message would touch the hearts of our kids. The last thing she shared was a picture of the beautiful family she has now. She has a
wonderful husband and two beautiful children. Absolutely inspiring!
After youth group we loaded up the bus and came home. The other kids exited the bus but, Jimmy was still sitting in the front seat.
He had something he wanted to say. He began, “I have been asking God to speak to me and I didn’t understand how he does that.
But tonight, he spoke to me clearly. After the service I went and talked to the sister who shared her testimony. I told her I had no
idea who my biological father is, but I do have a father. Papa Shane, you are that to me. Thank you so much for all you have done
for me. Thank you for being a good father. I love you.” I responded, “I love you too.” Jimmy reached out to give me a hug. I
took the moment to encourage him and remind him that the Lord always wants to speak to us. I continued, “God will speak clearly
to you if you put yourself in a place to hear from him and desire to hear him. I asked, “Where do you go when you are sick?” He
answered, “A doctor.” I answered, “Yes. You look for a doctor or go to a hospital, you put yourself in a place where you can get
help. Reading God’s word, going to church, spending time with God’s people to talk about the things of God and the thoughts of
your heart. That is how you hear from God. He will speak, but you have to seek him.” Jimmy nodded and went in for the night.
His words were a wonderful blessing to my soul. I thought to myself, “God is at work.”
That night Jimmy didn’t tell me what the Lord had revealed to him. I felt it best not to ask. However the following week, he
shared with me how the Lord had spoken to him and told him he should continue with the ministry until he finishes his education.
He said it would be best. He talked about wanting to be able to visiting his mom and sister, Of course, I said it would be fine.

So, unless the Lord gives us some families to care for Jimmy, Geovany, Walter, and Josue (Pancho), they will be living with me
at our guest house until their education is completed. This will take time and effort on my part, but I believe it will be worth it.
We will have to raise funds to help me to cover the food budget, young men are hardy eaters. Thankfully, we have some sponsors who plan to cover their educational costs. The boys will be employed outside the home and will need pay the house for
electrical, water, and upkeep. It is the Guatemalan way and the best way to prepare them for adulthood. They will be required
to use their work funds to meet their personal needs. They will be busy between working, helping around the house, church,
homework, class time, etc. Be praying with for me as I work to finish the task of training these young men to become strong in
their faith as they become adults.
This past week we had a special time at the guest house. The girls came over to have a slumber party at Papa Shane’s. I had all
eight girls and three of our staff ladies for the afternoon and night. For whatever reason, the girls get all giggly when they have
a special opportunity like this. The ladies started the evening by doing a craft, making ear rings and bracelets. It was fun. Afterward we ordered pizza and pigged out. That was fun. Next we had a devotional from Galatians 2:20 about keeping the main
thing the main thing. I enjoy these little vignettes. Next we watched the movie, “I Still Believe.” It is the story about Christian
singer Jeremy Camp’s courtship, wedding, and untimely death of his first wife. It was heart warming, sad, but hopeful.
The next morning I began breakfast while the girls were getting up and getting ready. I made cheesy eggs and red beans. They
ate everything I cooked. After cleanup we had a morning devotion. I had Reyna read John 5:17. I commented how Jesus made
it very clear he and his father were “always at work.” I said God wants to move and work in our hearts every day. The key is, if
you want to experience the full measure of him working in your heart, you have to want it! I told the girls they need to be sensitive to how and where God is working in their life.
I asked one of the girls how God was working in her life. She had nothing to say. Next, I asked Brenda (15) how God was
working in her life. Without hesitation, she gave three clear areas where God was at work. First, she said , “I know God is
providing me with forgiveness every day. We all need that. Second, I know God is daily providing me with everything I need.
And the third thing is, God has placed people in my life who love me. The people at Casa De Mi Padre show they love me and
care for me.” Her words were thoughtful and forthright. Seeing Brenda mature into the beautiful young lady she has become is
a blessing to my soul. She sets a good example for our girls. I love her dearly and I express that to her often. God is at work.
Keep praying for our kids.
Ministry Needs:

Construction Update and Needs: We continue the work on Casita No. 2. Enocs is working on the metal structure for the roof
as of the writing of this letter. For Casita No. 3 we are thankful for a substantial gift we received last week. It helped our goal
to begin the foundation. We are $5,000 shy of the $23,000 needed to begin the foundation. Please pray the Lord will provide in
His time. We wait upon him.
Employee Salary Needs: We are still praying for more of our churches to become “budget sponsors” to help bring our staff up
to the legal minimum wage. Pray with us in this area and maybe mention it to your church. I would love to make a presentation
to your church to help us meet this need. E-mail me at crshane2010@gmail.com to schedule a presentation. I have an open date
on September 18th and October 2nd. Love to hear from you!
New Bibles: Many of our kids who have been with us for a long time need new Bibles. They look used up. We also have five
new little kids who need Bibles. We give them little paper-back Bibles when they come, but they don’t last very long. If you
would like to help with this need, $45 will purchase one Bible. Just send your gift to the ministry and put “CR-41 Bibles” in the
memo comment section of your gift.
Confident He is at work,

Joseph Shane Sanderson

