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Cole and Sarah McCauley, your hands and feet for the orphaned
Imagine a world where your children never grow up and the hardships of parenting never
end; year after year, after year, you deal with those most challenging years of raising children.
Some of the biggest failures being on your kids’ part and some on our own part. Again, and
again, and again, and again you face those times of trying to do your best and have to lovingly
suffer with children who are growing up struggling with rebellion, pride, stubbornness,
laziness, and a plentitude of other unpleasant attitudes and challenges. I know you have all been
there. Of course, praise the Lord, these things are not all the time from every child. But put
yourself in our shoes... when you parent 23 children it is almost a constant cycle of working
through these things with one or more children, and as one child grows up and moves out,
almost instantly their place is filled with a new child, precious as could be, but still with their
own challenges. Although this is our reality and it is not easy, we wouldn’t change it for
anything because we get to see God mightily, beautifully, and powerfully work.

I like to call many of these situations we go through “beautiful disasters.” Yes,
there may be a disastrous looking situation, but in the end, we have seen God turn
these challenges for His glory and our good. I often remind our staff that as Jesus
unjustly went to the cross on our behalf, He suffered, was humiliated, and tortured,
yet He opened not His mouth. He did it because He knew the end result and He knew
the redemption it would provide for us. He suffered well because of His love for us
and that we may be blessed through His suffering. So we ought to do the same for
these children we love and are called to care for, knowing that some if not all will be
greatly impacted by our love and long suffering. 1 Corinthians 4: 17 says, “For this
light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all
comparison.” Our hope is that as this verse declares, not only will this affliction
prepare for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, but also for these
children who we love.
One child whom we’ve had a few beautiful disasters with is Yoshuan. I had written a little about him in February,
so I will just briefly recap his life story here. He was originally placed in an orphanage at age 5 with three other
siblings. Eventually all his siblings were sent to other orphanages for behavioral problems. When his second home
could no longer work with him, he came to Casa de mi Padre. His heart was hard, and he was filled with bitterness.
At times, he would intentionally hurt others and would be very disrespectful to staff. It always broke my heart, but
he never seemed to open up. Yoshuan has really made great strides in his maturity this year and has grown up. Even
though our children grow up and conquer some difficulties of the past, they still have their challenges. Yoshuan was
doing so well this year, but then he made some very bad decisions. We sat him down, confronted him, corrected him,
disciplined him, and encouraged him. He had returned to his former ways of being hard and disrespectful. It broke
my heart. We tried to minister to him, but he remained closed off. All we could do was pray. While still under the
consequences of his prior misbehavior, he did something even worse. Yoshuan then said that he did not want to be
here anymore and that he wanted to go live with his sisters. With no repentance and his recent rebellion, we were
getting to the point of wondering if we could really help him anymore. Regardless, we had to wait for an official
court hearing to determine what would happen with Yoshuan. We contacted the government and waited.
In this time, we prayed for Yoshuan, and many of us had conversations with him. My family went to the USA for
a few weeks, and we all waited for the court hearing. During this time, Yoshuan was not allowed to be around the
other children without a staff member being present. Shane had daily devotions and times of ministering to him.
When we returned from the USA, one of the first things I wanted to do was to see how Yoshuan was doing. When I
had left, he was hard-hearted and disrespectful, but from the first hug he gave me when I got back, I knew
something was different. I hoped it was for real. When I approached him to talk, he hugged me and asked me to
forgive him. He went on to truly repent and talk about what had happened. He said that he doesn’t want to leave:
he wants to be here and knows it would not be best to live with his sisters. He said that he had started to think about
his family, and it made him angry and start to think in a bad way again. Yoshuan had recently seen his family, and it
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has been hard because he knows his mother has not
changed, his brother is in jail currently, and his sisters
have been in and out of the court system. Even though
they cannot do what is best for him, this innate desire to
be with family battles with his logic. We counseled him,
forgave him, and sat down and made a plan so that he
would not be tempted and so that we could feel
comfortable with him still in our home. As I told Yoshuan
many times, when he is thinking right, he is such a great
boy, but when he starts to think bad you don’t know what
he is going to do. I am confident though that this is one of
those times that is needed to train and conform Yoshuan
into the young man God is making him. He really is a
sweet kid; he has just had so much damage done to him.
Because we had asked for a court hearing, we still had
to attend it even though Yoshuan had already decided to
stay. Since it was an early hearing and in a town 2 ½
hours away (not to mention that the next day was my
birthday) I decided that we should go the night before.
We rode my motorcycle to the city; it is probably one of
the most beautiful drives in all of Guatemala. Long
twisting roads as you ride the mountain tops... it was a lot
of fun, and Yoshuan couldn’t stop talking about it
afterwards. Praise the Lord, we made it to the hotel 7
minutes before a downpour started. We ate a celebratory
birthday meal then called it a night. In the morning, I
woke at 5 and had a rich time communing with God. I
was so grateful for the many things God has been doing
recently. Then I woke Yoshuan up to work out at the hotel
gym. Yoshuan really enjoys exercising whether running,
weightlifting, or any another sport. At the hearing, we
were informed of some of the other bad things happening
in his family and how seemingly all of his family are
living in wrongs ways. As we headed back to Quiché, I
was praying for Yoshuan. I was praising God because this
new spirit was back, and he is truly a joy and help when
he has his mind in the right place. While preparing for
this letter I asked Yoshuan what are his thoughts on this
old attitude he had had and the new attitude he had this
year with the exception of this recent event. He said, “I
think I’ve just matured and think through things of the
past and now and of how I can solve things and work
through them." He continued, “It’s good because I can
share my joy with others, and we can have confidence
with one another.”
I continued to pray and felt God prodding me to
share the verses after Isaiah 61:1-3, which is the verse
that God uses often to encourage us in this work. Shane
taught it to me, and I see it happening every day: the
redemption God brings to the children of this home, to
plant them as firm oaks of righteousness. But verse 4
right after says, “They shall build up the ancient ruins;
they shall raise up the former devastations; they
shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of
many generations.” I knew this was something God
wanted me to use to encourage Yoshuan. After
hearing what is going on in his family, I know that if
he continues to give his life to loving and following
his Lord, then God will restore the generations of
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destruction. I really believe that is part of the beautiful
glory God will receive from this work, not just for
Yoshuan and many other kids who are here now, but also
many yet to come: that God may take the wretched and
turn them into a people for Himself. Oh, would you pray
over us? Would you pray that our children would see
their purpose here, that they would know how much
God loves them. Pray that we would know how to teach
them the fullness of God and how to walk humbly in
His ways. Pray that He would powerfully heal and
prepare our children for the work He has for them.

I want to ask you also to pray for our other 5 older
boys. Yoshuan isn’t the only one who has had recent
challenges, just the one who has responded the best.
Geovany, Carlos David, and Poncho are doing well; they
just deal with occasional teen stuff. Please pray that they
would continue to mature into smart and wise young
men. Would you lift up special prayers for Walter and
Jimmy; they are good boys but have occasional times of
rebellion and thinking they know it all. We have had
many children who we have done this dance with,
struggling through adolescence, and now we can proudly
look upon them, so we will continue ministering
faithfully.
In Christ, The McCauleys and the kids of Casa
We wanted to touch on an administrative change we will be having at
Child Rescue regarding where we process our funds. Child Rescue has
worked with Midland Ministries for 13 years, but we are currently
looking into other churches and ministries through which to process our
donations. We wanted to let you know this, and we will be making a
nal decision by Jan. 1, 2023. For the time being, please continue to
send all donations to where you have been. These changes will not affect
our ministry in Guatemala. In reality, it is mostly an address change of
where donations will be processed. We will let you know the new
address as soon as we have made our decision.
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Cole and Sarah McCauley, Your hands and feet for the orphaned

Praises for God’s blessings in the last month
• 17 year old Yoshuan, has repented and wants to continue growing in our home rather than

go to live with his family members who have been in and out of jail.

• A man came to dig another well on the property of our new orphanage so we could be

closer to having enough water to provide for all the people who will eventually live here.
He was from Servants Hearts Ministries and has served here in Guatemala for 15 years.

Prayer requests
• All of our older boys. Geovany, Carlos David, and

Poncho are doing well; they just deal with
occasional teen stuff. Please pray that they would
continue to mature into smart and wise young
men. Would you lift up special prayers for Walter
and Jimmy; they are good boys but have
occasional times of rebellion and thinking they
know it all.

• For more abundant water in our wells so
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we won’t run out in dry season and have
to order water to be delivered by truck.

We wanted to touch on an administrative change we will
be having at Child Rescue regarding where we process
our funds. Child Rescue has worked with Midland
Ministries for 13 years, but we are currently looking into
other churches and ministries through which to process
our donations. We wanted to let you know this, and we
will be making a nal decision by Jan. 1, 2023. For the
time being, please continue to send all donations to
where you have been. These changes will not affect our
ministry in Guatemala. In reality, it is mostly an address
change of where donations will be processed. We will
let you know the new address as soon as we have made
our decision.

